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be a propitious omen, portending the birth of a child in the
royal family. As one of the ladies of the harem was
pregnant, the king became very hopeful, and ordered the
falcon to be caught; but as all efforts proved fruitless
during several days, and the bird usually perched daily on
the battlement, the king requested Behruz to devise a
stratagem by which the falcon might be captured. Behrftz
then proposed that the battlement should be demolished,
and a iigure representing a man erected in its stead. This
was done; but when the bird arrived according to its
usual custom, it seemed to be afraid; finding, however,
that the figure was immovable, it settled thereon. After-
wards clothes were put upon the statue, which again caused
some estrangement, until at last it also disappeared, and
the falcon, laying aside all shyness, perched on it. Finally a
living man was substituted for the statue, who succeeded in
catching the falcon, to the great joy of the king, who
praised Behruz, and the latter replied: * Your majesty
caught the falcon like the serpent the birds.' The king
asked: 6 How was that ?'

PARABLE.

BehrCtz said : ' It is related in books that in Arabia there
was a sandy desert, so hot that no bird ventured to live
there. In the said desert there dwelt a large venomous
serpent, of which all the beasts were in such terror that
they could not sleep. The snake could catch no prey in
that desert on account of the great heat, because even
feeble birds and little grasshoppers eluded its grasp, so that
it was much distressed, and soliloquized thus : " As long as
any beast is alive it must eat, and although sustenance may
be decreed by fate, and not in proportion to the appetite, it
will not fall into the grasp of the recipient unless he works
for it. As long as I remain in my lair, 1 shall receive the
food destined for me only in imagination. 1 must jeopardize
my life in the frying-pan of the sand, expose myself to the
tire of the sun, and thus procure the food necessary for my
support." Accordingly the serpent went out, inserted its